
Don Campbell
November 27, 1940 - November 1, 2021

Don Campbell, an Arkansas high school football legend, went home to be with
the Lord on Monday, November 1, with family by his side. Campbell was born
on November 27, 1940. 

 

He was preceded in death by his parents; Clyde and Marcella Campbell, and
his wife, Rita, who he married on October 26, 1965. 

 

Survivors include his two sons, Mike (Julie) and Chris (Gynger), and six
grandchildren; Trent Morledge, Will Morledge, Olivia Booker, Wesley Booker,
Cali Campbell, and Chloe Campbell. 

 

Campbell was a devout Christian serving as Deacon at Corning First Baptist
Church, and Wynne Baptist Church. He was heavily involved with FCA
throughout his whole life. He started FCA at Corning and continued that at
Sheridan. He remained an active board member of FCA up until his death. 

Known as “The General”, Campbell had a career record of 257-98-6 with 26
playoff appearances, 16 conference championships, and two state
championships. He began his career as a head coach in 1976 in Corning,
where he amassed an 80-28-2 record before taking over as the head coach at
Sheridan where he served from 1986-1990, amassing a record of 30-24-1. In
1991 “The General” made the move to Wynne, where he amassed a record of



147-46-3, while leading the Yellowjackets to state championships in 2001 and
2004, respectively. In 31 years of coaching Campbell only had a record below
500 during two seasons, and won at least 7 games a year for 25 of 31 years
he coached. Campbell received several honors during his lifetime to include
the Lowell Manning Award for Outstanding High School Coaches in 1987-88,
FCA Coach of the Year in 1989, KAIT-TV Coach of the Year in 1999, 2000,
and 2001, the Sporty Carpenter Award in 2001, and the Paul Eells Award-
National Football Foundation-College Hall of Fame in 2007. 

Campbell was named to the Arkansas High School Coaches Association Hall
of Fame in 2008, and was awarded the Arkansas High School Coaches
Association Curt King Award in 2008-09. He was also included into the
Henderson State University Hall of Fame in 2010 and the Arkansas Sports
Hall of Fame in 2014. He was the head coach of the Arkansas All State East
football team five times (1988, 1997,2001,2005,2007) and was an assistant
coach for the Arkansas All State East football team four times
(1977,1980,1984,1986). “The General” was known for his favorite play, the 27
Trap, as described by Gart Pitts, a former player of Campbell's at Sheridan.
“927 trap. 9 was the formation, 2 was the back that gets the ball, 7 was the
hole, left to right, that he hit. “RUN IT AGAIN!” On side guard doubles the
nose, tackle releases outside to block the LB, offside guard (me) (often
undersized like I was) pulls and decleats the tackle. 

Mike Guthrie, Lee Moore, Kenneth Moore, Lionel Myers, Brent Carr, David
Shipman, Rony Jones, and Bobby Gross will serve as pallbearers. Truman
Moore, Bob Lockwood, Mike Smith, Mark Smith, Eddie Paul Woodall, Henry
Young, Ray Shempert, Mike Singleton, Johnny McMurry, David Alpe, Henry
Dale Jayroe, Cliff Garrison, Bill Hughes, Bernie Cox, Mark Uhiren, Randy
Dalton, Jerry White, Trent Morledge, Wesley Booker, Paul Moore and Will
Morledge, will serve as honorary Pallbearers. 

 Visitation will be held Thursday, November 4, 2021 in Wynne Arkansas, at the



Wynne High School Auditorium from 5 p.m. To 8 p.m. Funeral services will be
held Saturday, November 6, at the Wynne High School Auditorium at 2 p.m.
Stevens Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. In lieu of flowers it is
preferential to just contribute to the “Mission and Ministry of Jesus through
2nd Baptist” and then direct those funds to 2600 Dave Ward, Conway, Ar.
72034, or to the FCA. You may log on to stevensfuneralhome.net for the
online registry.



Cemetery Details

Forrest Park

Hwy 1 South
Forrest City, AR

Previous Events

Visitation

NOV 4. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM.

Wynne High School Auditorium
Wynne, AR

Funeral Service

NOV 6. 2:00 PM.

Wynne High School Auditorium
Wynne, AR

Interment

NOV 6 (CT)

Forrest Park
Hwy 1 South 

 2605 S. Washington Street
Forrest City, AR 72335
(870) 633-8790
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Quinton Stroman - November 05, 2021 at 11:22 AM

Truly a coaching legend… had the pleasure of playing against him
(Nettleton VS Wynne 98-99) as a Junior/Senior.. one of the best
coaches I’ve ever met in my lifetime…prayers go out to the family!!!!

Jason Carns - November 05, 2021 at 01:04 AM

Heaven gained a great one, Coach impacted many people along
the way, Great Coach, but an even better man. Prayers to the
family, and all his former players on this sad day. 

 Jason Carns and Family

November 04, 2021 at 06:08 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Don Campbell.

Jim Smalley - November 03, 2021 at 10:43 PM

In addition to his Hall of Fame coaching career and more
importantly, Coach Campbell was a Hall of Fame individual and role
model. He set the standard for living a good life and making a
difference for so many others. Without a doubt, our loss but
Heaven's gain. He will be missed by many.

https://www.stevensfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stevensfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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November 03, 2021 at 08:10 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Don Campbell.

Jadie Matthew - November 03, 2021 at 07:57 PM

When I was a junior my father died. I remember Coach Campbell
coming to the funeral, the only person on the high school staff who
did. I don't know if he realized how much this meant to me, but it
has stuck with me for the last 40 years. I also remember him coming
to see me at my house after I'd had a knee injury. He visited me and
brought me a plant. I wasn't one of his best players, but he loved
me as much as the best players on the team. This man was second
only to my father in making me what I've become today, and I have
wonderful memories of him. 
 
Jadie Matthew

Sean Woodward - November 03, 2021 at 06:54 PM

One of the great men to ever coach high school football.

https://www.stevensfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stevensfuneralhome.net/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

